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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address— 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS {OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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Reason for Allowance 
Claim 30 is allowable because there is no teaching or suggestion in the prior art of an 
apparatus for electroless spray deposition of a metal layer on a substrate comprising the 
combination of a processing chamber to hold at least one substrate on which the metal layer is to 
be deposited, the processing chamber including at least one section movable between an open 
position to allow the at least one substrate to be introduced into and removed from the processing 
chamber and a closed position to seal the processing chamber to allow for pressurization of the 
processing chamber; an inlet to provide pressurizing gas to the processing chamber; an exhaust 
line to exhaust pressurizing gas from the processing chamber; a pressure regulator to regulate 
pressure within the processing chamber; a source of electroless plating solution; a sprayer 
provided within the processing chamber and connected to the source of electroless plating 
solution to spray the electroless plating solution onto the at least one substrate; a drain provided 
in the processing chamber to drain the electroless plating solution from the processing chamber; 
and a rotatable chuck provided within the processing chamber, the rotatable chuck having a 
passage formed therein to allow fluid to flow to the back of a substrate positioned on the chuck. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura E. Edwards whose telephone number is (571) 272-1227. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on (571) 272-1226. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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